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TEREa] - lumpectomy as performed by our group or quadrantectomy as performed by the
Milan groupl3 is preferable. The two operations are different in both magnitude and biologic
concept. We used a short, curvilinear or transverse incision to remove the tumor and sufficient
normal tissue to ensure that the inked margins of the resected specimen were free of tumor.20
An en bloc dissection was not carried out, not even for tumors in the upper outer quadrant of the
breast, and no skin, pectoral fascia, or muscle was removed. Nodal dissection was limited to the
lower two levels of the axilla. The procedure was performed in women with tumors that were 4
cm or less in diameter. In subsequent studies, women with tumors up to 5 cm in diameter were
candidates for the procedure. Women of any age and with negative or positive axillary nodes
were candidates, regardless of the location of the tumor in the breast and of the particular
characteristics of the tumor.



A quadrantectomy, as initially described,21 was used for tumors that were 2 cm or less in
diameter. With this procedure, a long radial incision was made, and the tumor was removed with
a 2-to-3-cm cuff of normal breast tissue. Skin, pectoral fascia, and the pectoralis minor muscle
were also removed. An en bloc dissection was used to remove lesions in the upper outer
guadrant, and a total axillary dissection was performed. Because of the extent of the surgery, it is
often not possible to obtain a satisfactory cosmetic result. Thus, although the quadrantectomy is
a breast-conserving procedure, like the modified radical or simple mastectomy, it retains features
of the Halsted approach. Lumpectomy, however, represents a complete departure from the
Halsted procedure and the biologic principles regarding its use.22
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